Town of Red Cross 
Planning and Zoning Meeting at Town Hall
Minutes of
Monday, May 4, 2026 at 6:00 PM

Present: Mark Tucker- Chairman, Heather Britt- Vice Chairman, Wendell Copeland , Jennifer D’Amore, David Smith, and Kimberly Long- Alternate 
Mike Efird- Planning and Zoning Officer
Shannon Alberta - Secretary
Liasson: Andrew Smith
Absent: Melvin Poole- alternate
Call to Order: 
Chairman Mark Tucker called the Town of Red Cross Planning and Zoning Board meeting to order on Monday, May 4, 2026, at 6:00 PM.
Public Comment Sign-In 
Chairman Tucker reminded anyone wishing to speak during the meeting to sign in.
Welcome All Citizens and Guests 
Chairman Tucker welcomed the citizens and guests in attendance.
Devotion and Prayer: 
Vice Chair Heather Britt led the devotion and prayer.
Recognition of Guest: 
Citizens and guests in attendance were welcomed and recognized.
Pledge of Allegiance: 
The Board and attendees stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Agenda: May 4, 2026, 
Chairman Tucker noted that the agenda for the May 4, 2026 meeting was before the Board for approval.
Motion to approve the May 4, 2026 agenda was made by David Smith and seconded by Jennifer D’Amore; Vote 5 aye, 0 no.
Approval of Minutes from: April 6, 2026 Planning and Zoning regular meeting. 
Motion to approve the Minutes from April 6, 2026 was made by Heather Britt and seconded by Kimberly Long; Vote 5 aye, 0 no.

OLD BUSINESS: 
 Update on request for a Minor Subdivision for Kathleen and Henry Pulley located at 415 Running Creek Church Rd. 
This is on hold as they are waiting on the Driveway approval from the NCDOT.
Update on request for an exempt subdivision for Teresa Curry located at 420 Peachtree Rd. 
Town Administrator/Zoning Officer Mike presented the request involving property located at 420 Peachtree Road for Teresa Curry. He stated that he had received the required materials needed to move the rezoning request forward and was seeking a recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Board to the Town Board.
Mike explained that the applicant proposed rezoning the property from Rural Agriculture to R-20 in order to divide the property in half. The purpose of the division would be to create a new lot for one single-family residence for the applicant’s daughter. He stated that the submitted survey showed the proposed lots met the minimum square footage requirements. He also reported that the county had completed a perk evaluation and had approved it pending rezoning.
Mike further explained that the property division would qualify as an exempt subdivision and would not require a subdivision review, but the rezoning itself required a favorable recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Board before proceeding to the Town Board.
Vice Chair Britt indicated support for moving the request forward, and Chairman Tucker clarified that the Board needed both a recommendation and a vote.
Motion to provide a favorable recommendation to the Town Board to move forward with rezoning the Teresa Curry property at 420 Peachtree Road from Rural Agriculture to R-20 was made by Vice Chair Heather Britt and seconded by David Smith; Vote 5 aye, 0 no.
Update on Streamside Phase 4. 
Zoning Enforcement Officer Mike provided an update on Streamside, referencing the report of concerns previously sent to the engineer. He stated that more than a month had passed since the concerns were sent and that he had not received a response from the builders. He said he was assuming the builders were working on the items and noted that, if there had been objections, he likely would have heard from them quickly.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Request for approval of Final Plat for Streamside Phase 2. (See attached map) Motion to approve Final Plat needed. 
Mike Efird presented the map materials for Streamside Phase 2, specifically Deercroft Lane and Meadow Lane. He explained that the Board had received approximately four sheets showing the plat layout. He stated that the item before the Board was to review and approve the map layout so the surveyor/engineer could proceed with stamping the map, not to give final plat approval for recording at this meeting.
Mike Efird explained that, when he first reviewed the map, the dog park and off-street parking area were not shown on the final plat. He stated that he had questioned the developer Joseph, about those items. Joseph responded that those amenities were included in the construction plans but were not typically shown on a final plat survey. Mike stated that Joseph had provided written confirmation agreeing to complete the items previously required, including the dog park, fencing, benches, sidewalk access from Deercroft Lane, and the off-street parking area at the end of the cul-de-sac.
The Board discussed the location of the dog park and parking area. Mike Efird explained that the dog park would be located near the entrance, to the right, extending into the common open space while remaining outside the riparian buffer. The area would be approximately 10,000 square feet, fenced, and include benches and a sidewalk connection. He also explained that the parking area would be located near the end of the cul-de-sac, in the open area where the sidewalk stops, and would function as a pull-in parking area approximately 20 feet deep.
Mike efird also reported that the developer had added an extra lot in the phase. He said he contacted Oakboro regarding water allocation, and Oakboro stated it would not allow any additional water taps beyond what had already been approved. Mike stated that Joseph had committed that the subdivision would not exceed the originally approved total of 250 lots and that any lot adjustment would have to be handled elsewhere in the overall subdivision plan. Mike said the written commitment would be attached to the final plat as an addendum and maintained in the permanent records. Mike asked the board to approve the map only so the engineer can stamp to move forward with a final plat, Heather Britt made the motion, Wendell Copeland seconded, Vote: 5 aye, 0 no. 
 Discuss complaint of trash and debris in the rear yard at 111 Eastway Dr., Maudlene Boger property. 
Mike Efird reported that he continued to receive complaints regarding high grass, trash, and related property conditions in the community. He explained that, under the current ordinance, there was very little the Town could do until a new ordinance was adopted. He stated that he had received one official complaint regarding the Maudlene Boger property at 111 Eastway Drive, but that at least five official complaints would be needed before he could pursue the matter through minimum housing standards.
Mike Efird provided photographs showing concerns on the property, including a pile of construction debris or junk in the rear yard, items near a building, a roll of polyethylene, and several trash bags near the front of the house. He stated that the Town’s current authority was limited, but he intended to send a courtesy letter asking the property owner to clean up the trash and debris.
Mike Efird stated that the property owner had responded well to prior contact and that he preferred first to send a courtesy letter in a cooperative manner rather than begin with enforcement language. Mike stated that, if the issue was not resolved and sufficient formal complaints were received, more serious enforcement options could be considered.
Discuss fire damaged house located at 133 Westway Dr. 
Zoning Enforcement Officer Mike Efird discussed the fire-damaged house at 133 Westway Drive. He stated that the issue had been brought to his attention by Board members and that he visited the property and took a photograph on Wednesday, April 29, 2026. He reported that the homeowner contacted him the following day, apparently after someone noticed Mike Efird at the property.
Mike Efird stated that the homeowner was looking to rebuild on the property, most likely with a different footprint or floor plan. Mike Efird explained that a new zoning compliance review would be required for the replacement home. He also told the homeowner that the Town does not require a demolition permit, but that a demolition permit would need to be obtained from Stanly County.
Mike Efird stated that he had contacted the Stanly County Inspection Department and was told that, from the County’s perspective, the structure could remain indefinitely. Mike Efird clarified that the Town was not attempting to force immediate action but wanted to understand the situation and prevent the property from sitting unresolved for years.
The Board acknowledged the homeowner’s ongoing insurance and rebuilding process and discussed monitoring the matter while encouraging progress through the proper permitting and zoning steps.
Public Comments: (Sign Up Required) 
No public comments were recorded.
Board Comments 
Vice Chair Heather Britt thanked the citizens in attendance and thanked Mike Efird for his work communicating with residents, responding to complaints, driving through the community, and bringing matters to the Board’s attention.
Jennifer D’Amore also thanked Mike Efird for his work and thanked the public for attending and participating in the Town’s planning process.
Chairman Mark Tucker discussed recent benefit tournaments he had attended at Oakboro’s town park, including events supporting the Butterfly House and a local ministry. He said the events drew strong participation and reinforced his interest in seeing Red Cross’s future park serve all age groups and bring people into the community. He stated that he looked forward to the Town’s park development and hoped the Board and Town would think carefully about amenities and programming.
Mike Efird provided an update on the Town park project. He stated that the contractor was scheduled to move in during the week and begin stormwater drainage work, including installation of silt fencing. He reported that the contractor had signed the contract approximately two weeks earlier and was under contract to complete the first phase by October 31, 2026. He said the project was moving forward and that residents should begin seeing activity soon.
A brief discussion followed regarding a possible groundbreaking ceremony. It was noted that scheduling was being coordinated and that the contractor had asked for approximately two weeks to finish other projects before beginning work.

Chairman Tucker announced that the next regular Planning and Zoning Board meeting would be held Monday, June 1, 2026, at 6:00 PM.
Adjournment of Meeting 
Chairman Mark Tucker requested a motion to adjourn, the motion was made by Heather Britt, Seconded by Jennifer D’Amore Vote: 5 aye, 0 no. 


________________________ 
                                                                                               
                                                                                 Shannon Alberta -Town Clerk

________________________
                                                                                                
                                                                                    Mark Tucker -Chairman
  
