
Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Tuesday, January 2, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman, Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Kristi 
Thompson- Secretary, Thelma Tomberlin, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, Heather Britt – 
Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta  
 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Andrew Smith. 
 
Welcome and recognition of guests 4+ 
 
The agenda was approved for January 2, 2024. The Motion was made by: Jennifer D’Amore, 
second by Thelma Tomberlin Vote: 6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of December 4, 2023 were approved, a 
Motion was made by: Thelma Tomberlin, second by Wendell Copeland; Vote:  6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
There were no public comments  
 
Old Business: 
 

The board continued discussion of proposed changes to the subdivision ordinance.  Mike 
Efird gave the board a handout regarding conservation subdivisions to discuss and possibly 
consider looking into incorporating as guidelines for the town’s ordinance. This is a way the 
town could set the ordinance for all subdivisions if it is chosen to be implemented. This type of 
subdivision would allow development, but preserve open space. With the conservation 
subdivision, the builder can only build the number of houses as set by the ordinance for the entire 
subdivision. The builder then can cluster the houses into smaller sub lots as set up in the 
ordinance by the town. This will allow the subdivision to have an area of open space that can be 
enjoyed by the homeowners in that subdivision. This allows people to have smaller lots to 
individually maintain, but have the benefits of open space to enjoy. The plans and use for open 
space would need to be determined and presented to the council for approval in the early stages. 
Once built this open space would be maintained by the HOA of the subdivision. Mike Efird 
explained that Attorney Al Benshoff would like the board to consider and decide if a 
conservation subdivision is of interest before moving forward with the ordinance book writing as 
it would require a significant amount of edits and re-writing. The Board expressed they would 
like to have attorney Al Benshoff attend the February meeting to clarify any questions they may 



have. A motion was made to have attorney Al Benshoff at the February meeting by: Jennifer 
D’Amore, second by Wendell Copeland Vote: 6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
  
      The board also continued discussing the development of a park on town hall property. Mike 
Efird updated the board that the survey for the property is complete and he is now working on re-
zoning the property into Simple Business. The workshop is set for January 22, 2024, at 6pm at 
town hall and is advertised as open to the public. The board expressed they would like a possible 
slide show to include an overhead view of the property, maps, and pictures of the buildings. 
Andrew Smith also told the board that he and Mike Efird personally went to look at the barn on 
Town Hall property and he would like to see if it was possible to patch and preserve the barn at 
least for now and possibly restore it in the future.   

  
New Business: 
 
           The Board discussed possible zoning district changes in regard to R8, R10, and R15. Mike 
Efird expressed he thinks the board should consider removing R8 and R10, but keep R15. The 
board seemed to have possible interest in removing all of them but would like to further the 
discussion with attorney Al Benshoff at the February meeting.  
 
         Mike Efird gave the board an update on his recent minimal housing complaint that was 
brought to him. Mike spoke with the Stanly County building inspectors who did an exterior 
inspection of their own, but they were unable to gain entry for inspection. Mike shared his 
findings with them as he was able to gain entry to the home. Mike was instructed to make a list 
of the violations, then a hearing will need to be held to present the findings to the owner. At the 
time of the hearing, the owner of the property will be given 60-90 days to become compliant or 
the property will be condemned. The public hearing will be held between Mike Efird, The Stanly 
County Sheriffs, and the property owner, this will NOT be open to the public.  
 
      The board discussed the board of adjustment appointment and discussed who they would like 
to propose to the Town Council as members of the board. There are 5 positions on the board to 
be filled 1 for 1 year, 2 for 2 years, and 2 for 3 years additionally 2 alternates. The list was 
presented to the board to include Kristi Thompson for 1 year, Heather Britt and Wendell 
Copeland for 2 years, Andrew Smith and Mark Tucker for 3 years, Jennifer D’Amore and Lisa 
Lowder as alternates for 3 years. Some of the proposed members have not confirmed they want 
to be part of the board, but they will be asked and the list to be voted on at the council meeting.  
 
 
There were no other comments or closing comments given by the Board.  
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by:  Thelma Thompson, second by Jennifer 
D’Amore; Vote:  6 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING MONDAY: Monday February 5th, 2024, at 6PM 
 
 



 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 



              Town of Red Cross Minutes of 
                   Public Park Workshop  

Monday, January 22, 2024, at 6:00 PM 
 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Kristi Thompson- Secretary, 
Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta  
Members Not Present: Tina Eudy- Vice Chairman, and Thelma Tomberlin 
 

Lionel opened the workshop with comments from the board 
 
Mike Efird began by welcoming everyone for attending the workshop. Mike Efird 

explained the town would like to hear comments as to what everyone feels is most 
important to them regarding a park on town property. The town is in the very beginning 
stages of planning, so it is important to hear from the citizens what is important to them 
so the town can try to incorporate these visions into the design of the park.    

 
Andrew Smith shared he is excited about the park, and that he would enjoy seeing 

green space, nature preservation, and agricultural reflection of the history of the town. 
The barn on town hall property if able to restore, would be a great possible venue for 
community events.  

 
Wendell Copeland shared he would like to see the ponds, the barn on the 

property, the other buildings on the property be utilized as well as they can be. He also 
shared he would like to see a walking trail be brought back for the community.  

 
Kristi Thompson shared she also feels a walking trial would be a great addition to 

a park along with a second entrance be designed to give better access to the property. 
 
Jennifer D’Amore shared she would like to see a partnership be formed with the 

high school cross country and local youth. Some friends and family she spoke with also 
shared they would like to possibly see ponds for fishing, a splash pad for children, and 
possibly a dog park.  

 
Citizen comments: 
 
The citizens mentioned: Splash pads, a walking path, a fishing pond, a playground 

that can be wheelchair accessible and inclusive to handicap needs, a fishing derby, picnic 
areas with some primitive and some more developed, partnering with the AG center, 
building a community garden, museum in one of the buildings, offices for police, 
information or visitor center especially geared towards people traveling through the town 
on their way to the beach.  

 



Open comments/discussion included: possible tractor shows, amphitheater, concerts in 
the park, movies in the park, a large covered shelter for events, and being a location in 
general for groups or businesses to host events. 
 
Lionel adjourned the workshop and thanked everyone in attendance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, February 5, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Kristi Thompson- Secretary, Thelma 
Tomberlin, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
Absent: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman  
 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Thelma Tomberlin. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 4+ 
 
The agenda was approved for February 5, 2024. The Motion was made by: Kristi Thompson, 
second by Thelma Tomberlin Vote: 6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of January 2, 2024 were approved, a 
Motion was made by: Jennifer D’Amore, second by Kristi Thompson; Vote:  6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
There were no public comments  
 
Old Business: 
 
      Attorney Al Benshoff attended the meeting to answer any questions the board may have 
regarding conservation subdivisions and possible questions regarding changing the zoning 
ordinance. There was a question regarding how eliminating R8, R10, and R20 would affect 
affordable housing in the town. Attorney Al Benshoff explained there is no requirement in North 
Carolina for municipalities to provide affordable housing, and the town can zone the property 
any way they wish to zone it. He did express that if there was a repeal in these zoning densities, 
and there are any properties built in these densities, they would become nonconforming. When 
someone applies for a mortgage for a nonconforming property or go to build a shed or garage on 
this property, they would require a variance from the board of adjustments since all of the 
requirements would change. To prevent the board from having to hear unnecessary variances, the 
town can say they will no longer re-zone R8 or R10. The properties that are already zoned that 
way can stay as is, but a property cannot be rezoned to these in the future. The council can 
already enforce this as their power of decision, but it can be written into the ordinances for 
further clarification. There is no way to prevent future commissioners from coming in and 
changing these ordinances in the future.  The planning board discussed they would like R10 to be 
removed as long as no properties are zoned that way, and amend R8 for the future since there is 
already zoning for R8 In the town. Attorney Al Benshoff explained if they decide to move 



forward with removing R10 and amending R8, the amendment would be written along with a 
zoning consistency and reasonable statement, then brought to the planning board for their 
approval, and then brought to the council as a recommendation, a public hearing would be held, 
with the adoption of the amendment to follow.  

 
Attorney Al Benshoff explained to the board, that the idea of a conservation subdivision 

is to conserve land that the community says is valuable to conserve.  Some communities will 
conserve prime farmland, some will keep development off slopes, some will prevent 
development in a flood plain, historic structures preserved, and Archaeological sites preserved. 
The developer will bring a sketch to the board showing the areas they feel as valuable and need 
preservation, along with a subdivision being presented on the land that is deemed highly 
buildable. About half of the jurisdictions of North Carolina has some sort of subdivision 
conservation on the books. Red Cross and Stanly County has a form of it on their books already, 
it is not used unless a community really wants to have it. They aren’t used by choice and will 
only be used if required, because it is more expensive for a developer to build. The town can also 
set a bigger open space requirement where they set a certain percentage that has to be open 
space.  The conservation subdivision will help keep land preserved as if just changing it to all 
private lots to a minimum lot size of 10 acres, these lots can eventually over time be subdivided 
by families eventually going away. The town sets the requirements for a conservation 
subdivision, but Attorney Al Benshoff recommends it be set fair so the developer has a chance to 
make some income off of building such a subdivision. Other options are Family Subdivisions 
which are newly being implemented. Family Subdivisions are similar to what Stanly County has 
recently done, where a minimum lot size is set with stipulations that can only be subdivided by 
family per the ordinance set by the municipality.  This could easily be implemented in Red Cross 
with an amendment to the current subdivision ordinance. Currently, R20 is the smallest lot the 
town has, due to the requirements for septic since the town has no sewer capabilities. Attorney 
Al Benshoff recommended finding a location of 50-100 acres with streams and trees to 
physically visit to view it with all of the possible scenarios discussed.  
  

Mike Efird updated the board on the minimum housing violation regarding 151 Bear 
Claw Road. A hearing was held at Town Hall where an order was drawn up and recorded with 
Stanly County. The owner has 90 days to come to compliance and has worked since the hearing 
on cleaning up the property so far.  
  

A report was given regarding the public park workshop, Mike Efird stated the meeting 
was very constructive and had a large turnout. Mike Efird also gave the board a community park 
design guide for everyone to review to help them gain better knowledge on the subject.  
  

There was a brief update on the grants for the public park, Andrew Smith will be 
discussing the grant from Stanly County at the next council meeting. Lori Harper will also be 
attending the next council meeting to discuss grants that may be of interest of the town for the 
park or any other interests of the town.   
 
 
 
 



 
 

New Business: 
 
 Mike Efird discussed a new minimum housing complaint he received in regard to the 
property located at 125 Deerfield Road Locust, NC 28097. Five different residents filed a formal 
complaint for the property, so he will begin moving forward with organizing a hearing once 
speaking with attorney Jim Phillips. Mike Efird explained he has 30 days to investigate and 
organize a hearing from when the complaints were filed.  
 
 Mike Efird discussed with the board to provide a formal recommendation they would like 
to send to the Town Council regarding rezoning town property. Mike Efird also notified the 
board there was a neighborhood meeting held at town hall with no attendees. The formal 
recommendation states that the property be rezoned from M1 and RA to all central business CB.    
A Motion was made to accept the recommendation by Wendell Copeland, second by Jennifer 
D’Amore Vote 6 Yea, 0 Nay.  
 
 Mike Efird presented a draft of a Consistency and Reasonableness Statement for rezoning 
Town property. This statement is normally custom-written per case, by Mike Efird. This is 
required by general statute, to state that the rezoning is consistent with the current land use plan. 
Mike Efird went through the land use plan and listed the sections where this type of zoning 
applies to the land use plan of the town. Mike Efird asked the board to review the statement, add 
or change anything they feel necessary, and then give him a formal recommendation to present it 
to the town board for adoption before they vote on rezoning. This is a very important statement 
to help the town, if anyone were to contest a rezoning, it would be thrown out of court without 
the statement. The board formally recommended it be presented with no further changes, a 
motion was made by Thelma Tomberlin, second by Wendell Copeland Vote 6 Yea, 0 Nay.  
 
 Mike Efird reported on a preliminary request he received for a final plat review for 
Joseph Burleson for the Streamside at Red Cross Subdivision (Formerly Forest Creek 
Subdivision). Mike Efird explained he received a proposed final plat from Joseph Burleson with 
a request for Mike Efird to provide a list of any changes that need to be made. So far, Mike has 
three detailed pages of changes that need to be done before approval can be made including 
estimates to be provided, bonds to be obtained, and certain terms to be followed. The AMT 
engineers and attorneys will be approving and overlooking these bonds, covenants, and estimates 
required. Joseph Burleson stated he thinks he will be able to present the final plat to the town 
council by mid-March. There is one model home being built on the land which is approved to be 
done as a prairie build. Sewer lines are also currently in the process of being run to the plat. They 
have to have an approved final plat before any permits are approved.   
 
 
Further discussion: 
  
 Barbara Carpenter asked for comment on if the Town were to get sewer, how would that 
change the town in regards to the desire for development?  
 



 Andrew Smith asked the board to share their takeaways from the conservation 
subdivision discussion.  
 
   
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by:  Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma 
Tomberlin; Vote:  6 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING MONDAY: Monday March 4th, 2024, at 6PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, March 4, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman , Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Thelma 
Tomberlin, Wendell Copeland, Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
Absent: Kristi Thompson- Secretary, Jennifer D’Amore 
 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Andrew Smith. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 4+ 
 
The agenda was approved for March 4, 2024. The Motion to approve the agenda was made by: 
Wendell Copeland, second by Tina Eudy Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of February 5, 2024 were approved, a 
Motion was made by: Thelma Tomberlin, second by Wendell Copeland; Vote:  6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
There were no public comments  
 
Old Business: 
 
      Mike Efird updated the board that he received five different formal complaints regarding a 
property owned by Donna Brooks. Mike Efird reviewed a file that was already previously made 
at the town hall regarding this property. After speaking with the property owner, it was discussed 
that she is unable physically to do the work needed to correct the conditions of the property. 
Mike Efird consulted with attorney Jim Phillips about the case, and they came up with the 
option/solution to have the town hire a contractor to clean up the property at the cost of the town. 
The town would put a lien on the property for the costs paid after a credit of previous fines 
issued is applied towards the cost of the cleanup. Mike Efird has reached out to three separate 
companies for quotes which are all similar, to clean the property and remove 3-5 tandem loads of 
garbage. If the town proceeded with this route the property owner would need to agree to keep 
up with the property to prevent this from happening again in the future. There was some 
discussion between board members regarding how to use a large amount of wood chips currently 
at the property, along with comments on how to deal with possible emotions that may be 
incurred as a result of the cleaning being done on the property. The board decided to send a 
favorable recommendation to the council for them to move forward with contracting to have the 
property cleaned in the manner presented by Mike Efird. A Motion to send a favorable 



recommendation was made by, Wendell Copeland, seconded by Heather Britt; Vote: 5 Yea, 0 
Nay. 
      
         Mike Efird updated the board on the status of the discussion with Lori Harper in regard to 
grants for the town. Lori Harper agreed to $50 per hour for her services to write grants for the 
town. She also recommended the town apply for grants for each individual facet of the park, 
instead of grants for the park as a whole. There are currently discussions about grants for Trails, 
picnic shelters, and even larger shelters for farmers markets. To apply for a grant, the prices of 
the projects and items will need to be known before applying and writing the grant. Mike Efird 
also shared that he, Lionel Hahn, and Andrew Smith did a very rough draft of what they thought 
could work regarding the layout of trails and picnic shelters on a copy map of town hall property. 
The surveyor of the property then took the map to make a hard copy of their drafts to use for 
future planning and in the next workshop.  
 
        Mike Efird also shared that he followed up with attorney Al Benshoff after the discussion 
on subdivision ordinances at the last Planning and Zoning meeting. Al Benshoff shared a 
handout he thought would help the board to better understand family subdivisions since they 
were briefly discussed during the meeting. Mike Efird suggested it may be beneficial to have Al 
Benshoff attend the next meeting in April to further discuss once the board reviews the handout.  
 
       Mike Efird gave an update on the Streamside Subdivision (Formerly Forest Creek). Curbs 
and gutters are being poured at the current moment along with inspections being done by our 
town inspectors. The inspectors are ensuring the ground is packed properly so they can begin to 
lay asphalt which should be ready to be done in the next 30 days. Mike Efird has the final plat 
review from Mr. Burleson, and he replied with a five-page list of everything that will need to get 
done before approval. Mr. Burleson is wanting to Mini phase as previously discussed, Mike 
Efird asked that he be given new plans for review showing the entire plans for the mini phases. 
Mike Efird will need a map and description to show the entire process broken down in each mini 
phase from beginning to end before he approves.  
 

 
New Business: 
 
 Mike Efird asked the board to discuss and set a date for another park planning workshop.  
The board decided to set the date for Tuesday March 26 at 6pm.  
 
 
Further discussion: 
 
         Andrew Smith asked if the board could consider discussion of speed limit reductions in 
certain areas of the town in the future.  
  
  Andrew Smith also mentioned he would like to discuss in the future design standards of 
a commercial building. Mike Efird explained that Al Benshoff will be adding this into the zoning 
ordinance, so once it is drafted, they can discuss and finalize what he has come up with.  
 



           Andrew Smith also mentioned he would like the board to also discuss looking into zoning 
ordinance standards for signs of businesses.  
 
        Heather Britt also mentioned she sees some increased activity at the town property of 163 B 
South Oakridge Road. Andrew Smith confirmed the town is aware of the activity due to a newly 
signed lease between the tenant and the town.  
 
        Andrew Smith asked to amend the agenda to discuss a decrease in speed limits throughout 
town. A Motion was made by Heather Britt, seconded by Tina Eudy; 5 Yea, 0 Nay to add 
discussion of decreased speed limits with a favorable recommendation sent to the town council; 
5 Yea, 0 Nay.  
 
      The board discussed they would like to send a favorable recommendation to the town council 
to vote on sending a request of a reduction in speed limits to the NCDOT. A motion was made 
by Wendell Copeland, seconded by Heather Britt; 5 yea, 0 Nay to recommend the council 
consider reducing the speed limit to 45MPH and adding more signage from Lakewood to 24/27 
on 205.  
 
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by:  Tina Eudy, second by Thelma Tomberlin; 
Vote:  5 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING MONDAY: Monday April 1st, 2024, at 6PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 



                                       Town of Red Cross Minutes of 
                        Public Park Workshop 

Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at 6:00 PM 
 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy- Vice Chairman, Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Wendell 
Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta  
Members Not Present: Kristi Thompson- Secretary, and Thelma Tomberlin 
Guests: 10+ 
 

Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the workshop, asking Planning and Zoning Officer Mike 
Efird to discuss the latest updates on the progress of the park planning.  

 
Mike Efird began by explaining he met with Chambers Engineering and was able to 

discuss a park they recently designed in New London. Chambers advised Mike Efird to visit the 
new park in person, and when Mike did visit the park he was very pleased with what he saw. 
Chambers also offered to draw up a preliminary plan of the park using the survey of town hall 
property they had already. Mike Efird presented copies of this preliminary plan to everyone at 
the meeting along with a larger copy on display in the meeting room. Mike Efird explained to 
everyone that this is just a very rough draft of the plan they came up with using the information 
they were given, but this can be changed very easily as discussions continue.   

 
Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the floor to discussion and comments.   
 

 There was a question regarding the distance of the trail on the plan, which was answered 
it is about 1.2 miles as drawn currently. Another citizen requested disc golf possibly be 
incorporated since it seems to be a popular activity. Heather Britt mentioned she would like to 
see the trails be connected more and cross the parking lots less.  
 
             Chairman Lionel Hahn also visited the park in New London and presented to the room, 
photos he took of the park. The photos showed the different areas with swings and benches that 
are rustic built with cement pads under to prevent wearing of the ground below. There was also 
an area with built-in cornhole games that people can use if they bring their own bean bags. There 
was a large shelter with picnic benches, lights, restrooms with keypads on the doors for 
locking/unlocking, and even cameras around the building. There was also an area outside the 
restrooms with water fountains of different heights for better accommodations. Some discussion 
was made to look into the newer fountains that will fill water bottles, and even a fountain for 
filling dog bowls or for dogs in general to use. The sidewalks are flat and level with the parking 
lot for drainage purposes and also handicap accessibility. There was an area at the entrance of the 
park with a bulletin board to show any necessary information visitors may need including a map 
of the park and trails. There were also park rules posted, which included no grills allowed. Some 
of the citizens and members discussed their experiences and thoughts on whether grills should be 
allowed. It was decided that more investigation should be done on the matter as to what the pros 



and cons are of grills in a park. The trails were all paved and were 6 feet wide which seemed to 
accommodate a good amount of traffic. There was discussion regarding paved trails Vs. Non 
paved are beneficial to prevent trip hazards, accommodate children on bicycles, strollers, and 
even wheelchairs. There were many trash and dog waste receptacles around the park. There was 
a dog park that was divided into two separate areas which included rules posted, more waste 
receptacles, and double entrance/exit gates to allow transition without the current playing dogs 
being able to escape.  There were also benches, picnic tables, and bricks with small personalized 
plaques to allow people to honor loved ones and bring in revenue to pay for amenities.  

After the pictures were presented and discussed Chairman Lionel Hahn opened back up 
for discussion. Lionel Hahn mentioned someone had expressed to him that playground 
equipment for small toddlers is something they would like to see be considered. Andrew Smith 
expressed he would like to also put more thought into a great name for the park. The name 
should tell the story of Red Cross being more of an agricultural place and reflect the history of 
the town. He also expressed he would like to see less trees, more green/open space, and less 
parking taking up the green space.  There was also further discussion to include a memorial 
section or garden in the park. Many groups around the area may be interested in planting and 
maintaining flowers/gardens. Musical events and festivals would be a great way to bring the 
members of the community together and invite others to the community. There was also 
discussion about trying to include a splash pad, fishing either open or derby, and what will be 
needed in terms of maintenance employment for the park.  

Mike Efird discussed his findings in looking into grants for the park. It is best to look at 
the park as work in progress when it comes to grants, rather than the park as a whole. When 
applying for a grant you need to know the amount needed for the project. Some of the grants that 
will work for the project are 50/50 grants. The town will need to pay for half of the project and 
the grant would match and cover the other half. The most important step is to work towards 
deciding which parts of the park is the biggest priority and begin getting those projects and 
grants started first. One way to get feedback would be to possibly have a survey monkey sent to 
the citizens to give them a way to share their opinions regarding what they feel is most important 
to see in a park.  
 
 
 
The board set the next workshop for the public park for April 29, 2024 at 6pm.  
 
Lionel Hahn asked for a motion to adjourn the workshop, Jennifer D’amore made the motion, 
and Wendell Copeland 2nd, 5 yea, 0 Nay.  
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, April 1, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman , Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Kristi 
Thompson- Secretary, Thelma Tomberlin, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’amore, Heather Britt – 
Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
Absent: Tina Eudy 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Thelma Tomberlin. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 1+ 
 
The agenda was approved for April 1, 2024. The Motion to approve the agenda was made by: 
Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma Tomberlin Vote: 4 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
(Kristi Thompson Entered the meeting) 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of March 4, 2024 were approved, a 
Motion was made by: Thelma Tomberlin, second by Wendell Copeland; Vote:  5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
(Heather Britt Entered the meeting) 
 
The Minutes of the Park Workshop of March 26, 2024 were approved, a Motion was made by: 
Heather Britt, second by Jennifer D’Amore; Vote:  6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
There were no public comments  
 
Old Business: 
 
      Mike Efird updated the board regarding the property owned by Donna Brooks. Mike Efird 
and attorney Jim Phillips met with Ms. Brooks last week, and attorney Jim Phillips wrote the 
paperwork to place a lien on the property for $2,000. Mike Efird is also working on the right-of-
entry paperwork and should be done with that in the next two weeks. Ms. Brooks will have about 
two weeks to remove the three cars if possible, and she agreed to have everything from the 
property removed minus the woodchips. Phil Love was awarded the contract for the cleanup out 
of the three bids that were received. Mike Efird hopes to have this started very soon, and once 
completed the woodchips will be used to keep the grass down helping with the maintenance of 
the property. 
 



      Mike Efird gave an update on the Streamside Subdivision final plats (Formerly Forest 
Creek). Mike Efird is still working with True Homes on getting their restrictive covenants and 
HOA to meet our zoning ordinances. Attorney Al Benshoff is working on writing a final draft by 
the end of the week. There has also been no agreement on bonds yet, this is still a work in 
progress. The town of Oakboro is running the waterlines to the lots and the asphalt should be 
coming in within the next 30 days. The building will start once the final plat is approved, which 
is still a work in progress. So far the bonds are set at $706,000 which will be tied to water and 
sewer for Oakboro, and easements for the town of Red Cross.   
 
        Mike Efird updated the board on the planning of the public park by presenting a newly 
edited park map done by Chambers. Chambers stated there is no further work required at the 
current moment to begin working on getting grants with the map as currently designed. Once a 
grant is received then, final design changes can be done. Chambers did add some parking, the 
property that may be purchased by the town, a community garden, and noted a future possible 
police station. There have been comments about fewer trees and more open space, but for right 
now Chambers recommended keeping them for the purpose of the bonds. The quote for 
Chambers’ work is about $6,500 with two grants but may be more with the trail grant. They also 
presented Mike Efird with a proposed starting budget of $2.5-$3.5 million dollars. This park is 
looking at a 5-10 year plan.  
 
       Mike Efird updated the board on annexations that have never been recorded by the town. 
Joseph Burleson’s property on Big Lick Road is said to be done by Mr. Burleson’s Lawyer, but 
Attorney Al Benshoff says it is not completed. Another annexation may need to be started over 
completely or attorney Al Benshoff will give them an option to stay unannexed. The Third 
property owned by Richard Karp just needs to be recorded with the secretary of state who said 
they will honor it due to it being less than 5 years old.  
 
        Mike Efird updated the board in regard to the property of 151 Bear Claw Road. Mr. Love 
has come in twice in the last few weeks. He is close to being ready for an inspection on April 
15th. Mr. Love has made a good-faith effort to put up siding, cleaned up the trash, and applied 
siding. Mike Efird will take a preliminary look this week and follow up with his interior 
inspection on April 15, 2024. The property is no longer being rented, but this is Mr. Love’s 
primary residence.  
 
New Business: 
 
 Mike Efird informed the board that in the past two weeks, he was contacted by realtors to 
put a subdivision on the 22 acres at the corner of Jacob Road and Ridgecrest Road. It will be a 
major subdivision that will have to go by the Town’s zoning ordinance and meet the 
requirements for a major subdivision. The NCDOT will not allow individual driveways to come 
to the road, there will need to be a collector street tying the houses/driveways to the main road. 
The engineering standards will need to be adopted by the council because the zoning ordinance 
cannot be rewritten without the standards as they both tie together. The planning board decided 
to send a favorable recommendation for the council to approve having the standards written. A 
MOTION was made by Wendell Copeland seconded by Thelma Thompson, 6 Yea, 0 Nay.  
 



        Mike Efird expressed that the firearm ordinance that has been adopted by the town will 
need to be changed/updated. The animal ordinance also will need to be put together as well with 
the future of another subdivision possibly coming. Red Cross adopted the Stanly County dog and 
cat ordinance which allows it to be enforced by Stanly County because they have animal control 
to handle the enforcement.  
 
        Mike Efird notified the board he received a permit for a pole barn to be built at 410 South 
Oakridge Road The board agreed unanimously that there is no reason to deny his application.  
 
     Mike Efird discussed a request he received for zoning compliance from Mark Tucker located 
on Hilltop Road. The property is currently non-conforming according to the Red Cross 
ordinance. When Mr. Tucker built his home the lot was not big enough, so it was built without 
setbacks. When buildings do not meet the requirements of the zoning ordinance, but are allowed 
to be built, the ordinance allows it to exist as a nonconforming structure. Certain rules apply to a 
non-conforming structure. One of the rules is when a property is damaged to where the value of 
the house is damaged below 50% of the total value, it cannot be rebuilt as another 
nonconforming structure.  Mr. Tucker owns the two properties on his right side and the property 
behind him. Mr. Tucker’s grandfather also gifted him 30 feet of property when he was building 
his home. Mike Efird recommended adding the 30 feet to his property as it was not added by the 
original surveyor, to make the property conforming. The surveyors can draw the property to 
where it will meet all of the setbacks, but when they drew it up it created a property that was then 
landlocked. You cannot create a landlocked property even if you own the property, so an 
easement will then need to be drawn for that piece of property. This can be fixed with a 
recombination plat to move the existing property lines keeping the same amount of lots. The lots 
cannot be combined because another structure is non-confirming on his brother’s property.   
 
      The board discussed establishing a Red Cross animal ordinance. Mike Efird expressed the 
need for an ordnance for farm animals. There is no need for a dog and cat ordnance since the 
town has one already through Stanly County. With the current subdivision and the possibility of 
more in the future, it is important that the town work on adopting a farm animal ordinance. If an 
ordinance is adopted it will supersede any deed restrictions. The board will review local 
ordinances for reference before the May meeting.  
 
      The board also discussed the need for a firearm ordnance, the board will also review local 
ordinances for reference when developing an ordinance.  
 
      The board set a date for a Board of Adjustment training workshop, there should be at least 
four sessions lasting 1 hour each. The first workshop was set for May 20th at 6pm.  
 
      Mike Efird also commented that he visited the rental property since Mr. Sandy vacated, and 
everything seems ok.  
 
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Heather Britt, second by Kristi Thompson; 
Vote:  6 Yea, 0 Nay 
 



 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING MONDAY: Public Park Workshop Monday April 29th at 6pm 
and planning and zoning meeting Monday May 6th, 2024, at 6PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 



    Town of Red Cross Minutes of 
          Public Park Workshop 

Tuesday, April 29, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy- Vice Chairman, Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Kristi 
Thompson, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta  
Members Not Present: Thelma Tomberlin 
Guests: 11+ 

Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the workshop, asking Planning and Zoning Officer Mike 
Efird to discuss the latest updates on the progress of the park planning.  

Mike Efird began by introducing Dylan Blalock from Chambers Engineering, he has 
been working with Mike Efird in planning the park. Mr. Dylan Blalock presented the newest 
color coded map that was used for the grant application. The map showed what phases of the 
park would be covered by the PartF grant if/when rewarded. The map including the acquisition 
of the corner lot on 24/27 showed the grant would cover the driveway, small parking lot, and a ½ 
mile gravel trail.  

Mike Efird also shared that the application for the PartF grant is all complete and will be 
going in on May 1st. Summer 2024 is the meeting where they should be making the decision on 
who will be receiving that grant. The Stanly County Park grant was also submitted and the town 
is waiting for the next board meeting to hear a decision. The Trails grant is also coming up in the 
fall and would go towards asphalting the first phase of the trails and constructing the trails 
further to be a total of 1.25 miles.   

The budget for the park is currently 1.2 Million, this includes the PartF grant for 
$500,000 the Stanly County Parks grant for $100,000 and the Trails grant for $100,000. The 
acquisition of the corner lot would be $750,000 of that budget.  

There was a large discussion regarding the material for the trails. The majority of the 
room felt it was a great idea to pave the first portion of the trails to accommodate children, 
strollers, wheelchairs, the elderly needing walking assistance ect. with the outermost portion of 
the trails being gravel to accommodate the runners.  

There was also discussion about a park/play area being included in the plans. There is a 
playground included in the plans, but nothing is itemized at the current moment. There was also 
a discussion of restrooms for the park. Originally the plans included a physically installed 
restroom, but due to the funding to include the acquisition of the corner lot, portable restrooms 
were added instead.   

There was discussion regarding security of these buildings and construction sites. Some 
comments were that increasing Sheriff's presence, cameras installed, and temporary fencing 
would be options to look into.  

The timeline for the grants and groundbreaking is hopefully under 2 years if the grants 
are received. The park will be a multi-year work in progress, as most of the local parks have 



taken an average 10 years from start to finish. This park is looking to be a work-in-progress 
multi-phase project instead of a single-phase project.  

There was discussion about a splash pad, it is not in the current plans due to lack of 
utilities available. A splash pad can always be added in the future and would be good to look into 
when planning a physical bathroom facility with water and sewer utilities.  

 
 

Lionel Hahn asked for a motion to adjourn the workshop, Jennifer D’amore made the motion, 
and Kristi Thompson 2nd, 6 yea, 0 Nay.  
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, May 6, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Kristi Thompson- Secretary, Thelma Tomberlin, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer 
D’Amore, Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
Absent: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman, Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison 
 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Lionel Hahn. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 4+ 
 
The agenda was approved for May 6, 2024, with the addition of item #3 in new business 
regarding violations for the property owned by Mr. Backageorge. The Motion to approve the 
agenda was made by: Wendell Copeland, second by Kristi Thompson Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of April 1, 2024 were approved with 
amendments for edits adding Jennifer D’Amore’s name to the present members, Kristi’s name 
was auto-corrected to Kristin (Those were edited) Motion was made by: Kristi Thompson, 
second by Wendell Copeland; Vote:  5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the Park Workshop of April 29, 2024 were approved, a Motion was made by: 
Wendell Copeland, second by Kristi Thompson; Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Public Comments: 
 

There were two citizens who raised their interest in the items on the agenda and 
previously mentioned at the last meeting. They stated they are interested in the planning and 
zoning board discussions regarding the gun ordinance and animal ordinances. Mike Efird and 
Lionel Hahn explained that the discussions are just beginning, so no official decisions have been 
made. Both of these are still in the planning process. Heather Britt Shared her notes on the 
firearms ordinance from the last meeting, since it was not on the agenda to be discussed this 
meeting. At the previous meeting, the board discussed to keep as is (following the county 
guidelines) and revisit at a later date.  There was a question regarding “ Grandfathering in” and 
Mike Efird explained if any ordinances are to get adopted they would apply to current and future 
citizens/animals.  
 
Old Business: 
 



      Mike Efird updated the board regarding the property owned by Donna Brooks. Mike Efird 
explained cleanup has begun, there were some minor setbacks so it will be resuming in a few 
days. During the cleanup, there was some ammunition found in one of the out buildings which 
was handed over to the Stanly County Sheriff’s Office for decommissioning/disposal. There was 
also a minor issue with some damage happening to the mini split heating system when removing 
some vines that were also snagged on to the heating system. Mike Efird expressed he is still 
concerned with the issue of the high grass, the garbage is removed, but the grass is still very high 
for a regular mower. The owner also still hopes to use the mulch on the property to keep the 
grass down in the drainage ditch area. The board discussed maybe trying to get some members 
together to do some community service to help the situation.  
 
      Mike Efird gave an update on the Streamside Subdivision final plats (Formerly Forest 
Creek). Mike Efird almost has everything he needs to approve the final plat. He had not received 
the bonds yet, but should have them soon. Mike Efird also presented to the board a copy of his 
communications with Mr. Burleson showing the phases of their work on the final plat. Mike 
Efird will need to write a letter stating everything needed is received and once that is done, lots 
will be able to be sold. There was a question regarding the roads in the subdivision, Mike Efird 
explained they would be the town’s roads for maintenance and ownership. This will only be done 
after a final inspection by AMT and the adoption of a written resolution by the council. The 
sidewalks will also be the property of the town as well.  
 
        Mike Efird updated the board on the planning of the public park. Mike Efird was pleased to 
report that the PartF Grant, and Stanly County Park grant were both submitted on time. 
Chambers seemed very hopeful that we could receive the grants we applied for. The appraisal for 
the property at 114 East Red Cross Road came in just in time and was able to be included in the 
grant. There should be updates/notifications by mid-summer time regarding receipt of the grants. 
Phil Love who cuts the hay on the property, is looking to add access to the town property from 
South Oakridge to better get his equipment onto the property which is also going to be in the 
same area as the entrance to the park is being planned.  
 
 
New Business: 
 
 Mike Efird presented the board with an example DRAFT ordinance to be used for 
discussion and a starting direction as some may or may not apply to The Town of Red Cross. 
The board began by discussing bee hives, there were setback requirements and discussion 
regarding possibly implementing a maximum requirement on the smaller R8 lots in the 
subdivision. The board discussed chickens, the example they looked at stated 1 bird per every 
2,200sq ft up to max of 20 birds and no roosters at all inside city limits. There was a lot of 
discussion and the board decided to move on to the next topic with more research to be done 
before the next meeting. Alternate Heather Britt also wanted to point out, also the board should 
consider the “keeping of chickens’ regarding free range or penned. The board moved onto 
discuss goats and sheep. The example only allowed them in RA not anywhere else, Mike Efird 
didn’t have county guidelines to refer to for further examples as the board seemed interested in 
other example guidelines. There were guidelines regarding the shelters being 3 sided, the pens 
being certain sizes per animal, and the animals being tagged. The board discussed horses, alpaca, 



and llama. The example stated there was a minimum 2 acres for the first, then 1 acre per 
additional animal. The stables must be cleaned daily, and setbacks followed. Fences also were 
needed to be in good repair, water, and shelter always to be provided.  The board also discussed 
there were many factors going into these ordinances and suggested maybe looking into getting 
professional input from a local veterinary professional or cooperative member from the county. 
The board moved on to pigs, the example stated that RA or bona fide farm is only allowed pig(s). 
Mike Efird suggested tabling further discussion, and to try to get a contact to attend the next 
meeting from the cooperative extension.  
 
        Mike Efird discussed the Uwharrie RV site having some zoning violations. This lot was 
rezoned 4 years ago, and the permit expired after 3 years. There was never an approved site plan 
provided, it is zoned for highway business, but he does not have permission to use it as a 
storage/overflow lot as it is currently. Mike Efird will be meeting with the owner and looking to 
work with getting it up to code.   
 
 Mike Efird discussed the property owned by Mr. Backageorge the grass is very high.    
 
      The first workshop for the board of adjustments is set for May 20th at 6pm.  
 
      The next planning and zoning meeting is scheduled for June 3, 2024 at 6pm 
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Jennifer D’Amore, second by Kristi Thompson; 
Vote:  5 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING MONDAY: Public Park Workshop Monday April 29th at 6pm 
and planning and zoning meeting Monday May 6th, 2024, at 6PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 
 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, June 3, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman , Kristi Thompson- Secretary, Andrew Smith- 
Town Council Liaison, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
Absent: Thelma Tomberlin 
 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Andrew Smith. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 6+ 
 
The agenda was approved for June 3, 2024, the Motion to approve the agenda was made by: 
Wendell Copeland, second by Tina Eudy Vote: 6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of May 6, 2024 were approved, a Motion 
to approve was made by: Wendell Copeland, second by Tina Eudy Vote: 6 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the floor for public comments, but none were given.  
 
 
Old Business: 
 
      Mike Efird updated the board regarding the property owned by Donna Brooks. The property 
clean-up was put on hold momentarily while Ms. Brooks had to get her health taken care of. The 
heating system was installed today, and clean-up should resume in the next 2 weeks. Mike Efird 
also mentioned he is also hoping to have someone come in to do the first mowing of her property 
with a heavy-duty mower, so she can then keep up with the yard using a regular-style mower.  
 
      Mike Efird gave an update on the status of the property owned by Bruce Meuhl. Mike Efird 
had a second meeting with Mr. Meuhl and gave him a list of all of the requirements needed to 
subdivide the property. Mr. Meuhl seemed surprised at the requirements for subdividing property 
but is working toward them to properly divide his property. There is one requirement by the 
N.C.D.O.T. requiring widening the driveway, which has a large entryway already constructed 
that may be a bit hard to obtain a permit. Mike Efird will continue to work with Mr. Meuhl to get 
him up to compliance.  
 



        Mike Efird updated the board on the Uwharrie RV site violations. Mike Efird met with the 
owner, and after talking with him it seems the owner of the property is not able to bring the 
proposed site plan to reality at the current time. The property is currently zoned Highway 
business conditional zoning, with the conditions signed off on by the owner and Michael Sandy. 
The conditions listed on the paper are not being met yet.  Mike Efird explained that the owner 
asked the board to grant him permission to get most of the campers off by the end of the year 
(December, 31st) to prevent violation fees. The board agreed with a 6 yea, 0 nay vote to allow the 
owner to remove the campers by December 31st or fines will begin being issued.  
 
 The board continued their discussion on animal ordinances, the board was given 
Albemarle’s proposed animal ordinance as a reference. Currently, Stanly County is looking to 
adopt that as their animal ordinance also. Whatever ordinance Red Cross adopts, the Sheriffs will 
enforce for our town. The board will re-visit this topic in the July meeting as Mike Efird 
arranged to have Jennifer with the Department of Agriculture attend the July meeting.   
 
 Mike Efird gave a report on the progress at the Streamside subdivision, we received 3 
permits for houses this week. It is expected to get about 3-4 per week for the next few weeks. 
They also have one street installed so far, and the phase 4 site plan review should be coming in 
next month.  
 
New Business: 
 
     Mike Efird discussed a new request for a subdivision for Russ Davis who is now wanting to 
build on the property for himself, instead of selling to developers. Mike Efird gave the owner the 
information on how he can divide his property properly. There is a nonconforming building on 
the property, but it is allowed to continue as a nonconforming property. The owner is working 
with a surveyor and will bring something for review in the near future.  
 
     Andrew Smith gave a report on their meeting with some members of the Part F committee. 
Mike Efird and Andrew met with the two members of the committee and showed the members 
the property for the proposed park. They acknowledged the park is different from other plans 
being that there are no ball fields in the plans. They were very good at keeping their opinions to 
themselves, but August 23rd is when they will meet to discuss and vote on the grants in Raleigh.  
 
  Mike Efird closed with thanking everyone who attended the board of adjustments 
training.  
   
      The next planning and zoning meeting is scheduled for July 1, 2024 at 6pm 
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Jennifer D’Amore, second by Tina Eudy; Vote:  
6 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, July 1, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, 
Thelma Tomberlin, and Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
Absent: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman, Kristi Thompson- Secretary 
 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Thelma Tomberlin. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 4+ 
 
The agenda was approved for July 1, 2024, the Motion to approve the agenda was made by: 
Wendell Copeland, second by Jennifer D’Amore Vote: 4 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of June 3, 2024 were approved, with the 
removal of accidental copy and paste error reminding of an old meeting that already took place. 
A Motion to approve was made by: Jennifer D’Amore, second by Wendell Copeland Vote: 4 
Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the floor for public comments, but none were given.  
 
 
Old Business: 
 
      The board continued their discussion on animal ordinances, guest speaker Katelyn Stegall 
was unable to make it due to illness in the family. Mike Efird gave the board three more local 
animal ordinances for reference. The board decided that due to the absence of Ms. Stegall and a 
few board members, they would like to table their discussions for a later date. There was a 
suggestion of a workshop to be held allowing a more open discussion for all, the board agreed 
that was a great idea and set a workshop date for July 29th at 6 pm. Mike Efird will try to 
schedule Ms. Stegall to attend the workshop as well.   
 
 
 
       
 



      Mike Efird updated the board regarding the property owned by Donna Brooks. The property 
clean-up is officially completed. After the clean-up was complete the yard was mowed with a 
heavy-duty brush-style mower to help Ms. Brooks, or anyone else that will to be coming in with 
a regular mower to maintain the grass.   
 
      Mike Efird gave an update on the status of the property owned by Bruce Meuhl. Mike Efird 
spoke with Mr. Meuhl’s contractor and gave him a list of all the requirements needed to be in 
compliance with the Town’s ordinances. The contractor and Mr. Meuhl are working on their 
plans while referring to the requirements of the town.   
 
      Town Clerk Shannon Alberta updated the board that the Stanly County Park grant was 
awarded to the town. We have until July 1, 2025 to submit the invoices and proof of payments to 
Stanly County for the matching amount reimbursement.  
 
      The board continued their discussion on whether they would like conservation subdivisions 
vs. large lot development in the town ordinances. Mike Efird talked to attorney Al Benshoff and 
he recommended the board think about a large lot development after previous meeting 
discussions. The board could have Attorney Al Benshoff come back at a later date to answer any 
questions the board may have regarding large lot subdivisions.  
 
      Mike Efird presented the board with a list of the current proposed changes he has for the 
zoning ordinances.  
  
 
New Business: 
 
      Mike Efird shared with the board, a request he received from Joseph Burleson to review a 
proposed final plat for the streamside subdivision. Mike Efird shared to the board he was not 
able to approve the request, as there was no recreational space on the map that was submitted as 
required by the town’s ordinances. There was a second map submitted after, but it was a 5,000-
square-foot space and according to the town's code of ordinances, it must be 10,000 square feet. 
Mike Efird also shared communications with Mr. Burleson expressing what is required in order 
to move to the next phase, with a reminder that pre-approval of the town is needed as well.  
 
      The board agreed to reccomend Chairman Lionel Hahn represent the town for the Rocky 
River RPO Technical Advisory Committee. Jeniffer D’Amore made a motion, and Wendell 
Copeland 2nd,  4 Yea, 0 Nay.  
 
      Chairman Lionel Hahn and Council Member Andrew Smith shared that they met with 
members of the NCDOT to discuss speed limits inside the town limits. They specifically 
discussed the areas of 205 where it changes from 45-55MPH, and 24/27 throughout the Town of 
Red Cross. They have another meeting on July 12th to further discuss these possible changes with 
other members of the NCDOT. 
   
      The next planning and zoning meeting is scheduled for August 5, 2024 at 6pm 
 



MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Thelma Tomberlin, second by Wendell 
Copeland; Vote:  4 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Red Cross Minutes of 
Animal Ordinance Workshop 

Monday, July 29, 2024, at 6:00 PM 
 
 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, 
Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta  
Members Not Present: Kristi Thompson- Secretary, Tina Eudy- Vice Chairman, and Thelma 
Tomberlin 
Guests: 10+ 
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn, called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. 
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn introduced Katelyn Stegall from the North Carolina State Extension, 
Stanly County area.  
 
Katelyn Stegall opened by handing out a sheet with some livestock information to everyone in 
the room. Katelyn Stegall proceeded with going over the recommendations per animal as listed 
on the sheet.  
 
Chickens: A lot of people are wanting them especially in the recent years. All of the 
recommendations very depending on each individual situation. Minimum 3 square foot per bird 
inside the coop is a general recommendation for raising a happy flock. Roosters are not required 
for egg production; a lot of local towns are limiting the number of roosters as they tend to be 
noisy. When free ranging chickens, it is important to note once the chickens go onto someone 
else’s property that homeowner can do with them what they want. There is a North Carolina egg 
law with the handling of eggs, but should not apply to anyone in the town limits as it is for 
farmers selling over 30 dozen eggs.  
 
Comments from the citizens:  
 
There was some disagreement with the rooster rule, when breeding certain chickens, you will 
need the same breed of rooster to breed the hens to ensure pure-breeding. 
 
Free ranging should be considered in more rural areas, but understand the smaller lot areas may 
not be able to free range. 
 
Cattle: The extension recommends space for proper feeding; their recommendation is 2 acres per 
cow/calf pair. This again, depends on the situation more rural areas could have more dense 
population, or if supplying grain/round bales. It also can depend on the grass, if lush, can 
possibly get away with more density.   
 
Comments from the citizens: 



 
Is there a state ordinance per cow? No, not currently 
 
Town hall property had a very dense population of cattle back in the past it can be done 
successfully on less than 2 acres per cow. 
 
 
Hogs: Minimum of 8 square feet per pig, they can produce a strong odor. It is more important to 
enact cleanliness standards over space recommendations. Hogs will destroy their areas, so 
sanitation requirements are very important. Some areas have enacted restricting any hogs in city 
limits. In a more rural area, may be better to put a limit per acre to keep the odors down and 
sanitation up. Please keep in mind the minute a hog steps out of it’s enclosure it is considered 
wild/at large and can be handled as the public sees fit.  
 
Citizen comments:  
 
Is there a regulation on distance of property lines? And space from a water source? Will need to 
confirm details, but yes. 
 
Does this apply to smaller types of swine ex. Potbellied pigs? Yes  
 
In the subdivisions, their HOA will restrict a lot of these. The current one coming in is only 
allowing dogs and cats.  
 
Back to the larger animals, always known 1 acre per animal, again this can depend on each 
individual situation people are able to maintain in smaller areas.  
 
Horses: Minimum of 2 intensely managed acres per horse, this is to provide a grass only diet. 
Many horses can live on smaller lots depending on hay and grain supplementation. There aren’t 
many issues with horses in the area. You are able to tell if the horses are not being properly taken 
care of, which it then becomes an animal control situation.  
 
Citizen comments: 
 
What could be considered in stall kept horses? It will depend on the situation   
 
The cleanliness will need to be considered more than space when it comes to horses  
 
Goats/Sheep: Can get away with a denser space recommendation. The most important 
regulations should be more towards the fencing and keeping them within their pen. They usually 
become a safety hazard as they tend to escape more than causing cleanliness and environmental 
issues.  
 
Citizen comments: 
 
Is there any difference between dairy and milk breed recommendations? No difference  



 
General Considerations overall: It is important to maintain a clean, sanitary, and well fenced 
area for all animals. Manure managed to not contaminate any water sources. The shelter location 
minimum requirements to keep barns and shelters off neighbors’ properties. Running at large can 
be dangerous, issues happen, but more for the people who are often “offenders”. These can all 
vary depending on the areas rural vs. dense city.  
 
Citizen comments: 
 
When does the town know about reports made to the police? Council Member Lisa Lowder 
receives a monthly report from the Sheriff’s, but may need to get more frequent reports when it 
comes to animals running at large.  
 
There also should be an adjustment period once these are enacted, to be fair to the current 
citizens and current animals.  
 
Is there any recommendations on Emus or Llamas? This will need to be looked into more 
 
What can be done with animals that are becoming nuisances? The town needs to consider what 
actions are to be taken when animals are becoming an issue 
 
Is there any comments/recommendations on exotics to be considered? This will need to be 
looked into further on the extension side, and also the state side especially with license 
requirements.  
 
Ducks and guinea Fowl? This should be regulated more on them becoming a nuisance especially 
noise and migrating off property.  
 
Bee hives is already limited to 5 hives in the city limits per state law, so there may not be a need 
to further regulate these.  
 
Lionel and the rest of the board thanked Katelyn Stegall for taking the time to attend the meeting.  
 
Lionel Hahn asked for a motion to adjourn the workshop, Jennifer D’amore made the motion, 
and Wendell Copeland 2nd, 5 yea, 0 Nay.  
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, August 5, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman, Kristi Thompson- Secretary, Andrew Smith- 
Town Council Liaison, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, Thelma Tomberlin, and Heather 
Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 7+ 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Andrew Smith. 
 
The agenda was approved for August 5, 2024, with the addition of item #3 update on discussion 
with the N.C.D.O.T. in new business.  The Motion to approve the agenda was made by: 
Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma Tomberlin Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of July 1, 2024 were approved, with the 
edit of adding Thelma Tomberlin to members present. A Motion to approve was made by: 
Thelma Tomberlin, second by Jennifer D’Amore Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
**Noted from the minutes of July 1, 2024 the decision to nominate Lionel Hahn to represent Red 
Cross for the Rocky River RPO TCC committee, has been tabled to a later date. 
 
The Minutes of the Planning and Zoning Animal Ordinance workshop of July 29, 2024 were 
approved, with the edit of the copy and paste error in the title. A Motion to approve was made 
by: Jennifer D’Amore, second by Wendell Copeland Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the floor for public comments, but none were given.  
 
Old Business: 
 
Mike Efird presented an approval request for temporary parking in the Streamside Subdivision. 
This parking lot would be used for the model house(s) then, removed and a house will then be 
built on that lot. This is something done quite often, but Mike Efird asked the board to make a 
motion before he moves forward with approving. Wendell Copeland made a motion to approve 
the plans presented, Tina Eudy 2nd  5 Yea, 0 Nay.  
 



Mike Efird also gave a report on the grants, he was able to get the RTP Park Trail Grant 
submitted. The town should hear back on the decision of the grant by mid-September. The town 
should hear back on the Part F Grant by Mid-August.  
 
Attorney Al Benshoff and Mike Efird are still working on updating the subdivision ordinance. 
There were a lot of new items needing to be added that were missing such as barndominiums, 
tiny homes on trailers, and Airbnb’s. There were some items removed that no longer follow the 
general statutes. Mike Efird and Al Benshoff are going to keep the conservation subdivision with 
an estate and/or village option. This will be written out in detail so the board will have a better 
understanding during discussion and review. They hope to have the draft for review in the next 
month or two. This will be about 120 pages that will be given to the members of the board for 
their review and revisions for approvals eventually.  
 
Mike Efird asked the board if they would like to further discuss the animal ordinance after the 
workshop. Chairman Lionel Hahn discussed that the board should have something in place. 
Board member Jennifer D’Amore recommended the board concentrate on definitions more than 
restrictions. This would address public nuisances and animals at large which can be dangers to 
the community, and still allow the citizens to have their animals. The board decided to set 
another date for a second workshop, this was set for Monday August 26, 2024 at 6pm.  
 
Mike Efird touched briefly on the request for Final Plat for the Streamside Subdivision Phase 1 
Map 2. There has not been a response since the previous discussion in June.  
 
Mike Efird gave a report on the cleanup of Donna Brook’s Property, the town has completed 
their work at the residence. Citizens in the community have been to Ms. Brook’s property and 
helped her with the upkeep of the property. They did an amazing job along with Ms. Brook’s 
everyone was extremely happy and thankful for their hard work.   
 
Mike Efird shared plans that were submitted for the recreational area of Streamside Subdivision. 
Mike Efird went over the ordinances of the town, and confirmed the plan submitted does not 
follow the ordinances. The active recreational requirement in the town ordinance was not 
included at all. Mike Efird turned it down as it is, but wanted to discuss with the board before 
going back to the builder. The board discussed the following items: The location is not ideal; it is 
right along a curve and very close to the road. They would like a different location more 
centrally located as it must be accessible from the entire subdivision, berms installed, trees 
planted, and fencing erected to keep the people safe. There is worry of children being able to run 
into the road if no fence, and cars losing control on the curve and running into the recreational 
area without berms and trees to stop it. There also needs to be a children’s play area as per the 
ordinance NOT suspending the chairs into park swings.  
 
Mike Efird reported to the board that he received two new zoning compliance permits for houses 
in the subdivision. There is a total of five new homes in the approved area currently.  
 
New Business: 
 



Mike Efird discussed the status of the JSK Storage project located at 190 South Oakridge Road. 
Mike found that there was no zoning compliance for the project, and he is not sure how a 
building permit was issued. Mike Efird also witnessed 2 trucks using the facility which cannot be 
used without a final zoning compliance. The facility would need to install sidewalks and asphalt 
as required to become compliant. There also is a possibility that the original permit is expired as 
so much time has passed requiring the board to review again. There is a possibility that a stop 
work order will need to be placed on the project, but further research needs to be done prior.  
 
Mike Efird gave a report on the request for plan review for Streamside Subdivision phase 4. The 
plans have been received and will be brought to the board for discussion and review. The plan 
must meet the town’s ordinances and the development agreement.  
 
Andrew Smith gave a report to the board on a meeting he and Chairman Lionel Hahn had with 
the NCDOT recently. They met with Travis Presler and Marc Morgan from the NCDOT to 
discuss the plans of removing the left turn lane at a few intersections along 24/27. Andrew Smith 
and Lionel Hahn were informed that there is no funding currently for the intersection of 205, 
since the previous board had not approved the plans originally. Andrew and Lionel asked if there 
was a possibility of lowering the speed limit as it is a high impact intersection. They also 
inquired about lowering the speed limits on 24/27 with the high school being in the area and 
along 205 due to the many residents and a day care on the road. The NCDOT recommended that 
a letter be drafted and approved by the board to submit these requests. Andrew will share the 
letter with the board, then share with the council for approval.  
 
      The next planning and zoning meeting was scheduled for September 2, 2024 at 6pm, due to 
the holiday it will take place on TUESDAY September 3, 2024 at 6PM 
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Jennifer D’Amore, second by Wendell 
Copeland; Vote:  4 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 



Town of Red Cross Minutes of 
Animal Ordinance Workshop 

Monday, August 26, 2024, at 6:00 PM 
 
 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, 
Thelma Tomberlin, Heather Britt – Alternate  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta  
Members Not Present: Tina Eudy- Vice Chairman, and Kristi Thompson- Secretary 
Guests: 6+ 
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn, called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. 
 
The board decided to discuss one animal/group at a time  
 
Bees/Hives: The board discussed that the state allows up to 5 hives per parcel, they all agreed to 
follow that requirement as well. Bees will be allowed in all zoning districts, and any hives no 
longer in use must be removed for safety purposes. 
 
Chickens/Fowl:  The board discussed allowing fowl in zoning districts R20 and up. Free range 
would only be allowed in RA, but owners need to keep their fowl on their property. R40 and 
down will need to keep their fowl contained. The limitation will be 1 bird per every 2000 sq foot 
of the lot. Roosters will be allowed in RA only, and be limited to 1 rooster per acre. Peacocks fall 
under fowl, and are permitted in RA district only.  
 
Goats and Sheep: The board agreed they are allowed in districts R20 and up. There will not be a 
tagging requirement, but it is recommended. There will not be any allowance of chaining 
goats/sheep. The limitations will be 5 goats/sheep per acre.  
 
Horses/Alpacas/Llamas/Emus/Bovine: The board agreed that the limitations are 1 acre per 
animal and allowing these animals in zoning districts R20 and up.  
 
Swine: The board decided that swine will only be allowed in RA district, and limited to 1 swine 
per lot as a pet of personal consumption.  
 
Exotics: are not allowed in any zoning districts 
 
All requirements for all animals and districts: The shelters/housing for the animals must be 
100 Foot from any well, and 50 foot from any property line or dwelling (Except bee Hives they 
are 25 foot setback). The fencing will follow the town’s current fencing ordinance. The animals 
must not become a nuisance by making excessive noises, omitting excessive odors, and 
trespassing/running at large. Nursing off spring will not count in the limitation requirements. The 
animals shall be properly fed and watered or it will then become an animal control issue. A sign 



also should be posted at the location of the animals with the owners contact information in case 
of an emergency. 
 
 
Other comments: 
 
There should be a procedure listed for the citizens so they know how a report should be filed, if 
they need.  
 
  
 
Lionel Hahn made a motion to adjourn the meeting   
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Tuesday, September 3, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Andrew Smith- Town Council Liaison, Wendell Copeland, and Thelma 
Tomberlin  
Members Absent: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman, Kristi Thompson- Secretary, Jennifer D’Amore  
and Heather Britt – Alternate 
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 4+ 
 
Devotion and Prayer was given by Thelma Tomberlin. 
 
The agenda was approved for September 3, 2024, The Motion to approve the agenda was made 
by: Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma Tomberlin Vote: 3 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of August 5, 2024 were approved, A 
Motion to approve was made by: Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma Tomberlin Vote: 3 
Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the Planning and Zoning Animal Ordinance workshop of August 26, 2024 were 
approved, A Motion to approve was made by: Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma Tomberlin 
Vote: 3 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the floor for public comments, but none were given.  
 
Old Business: 
 
Mike Efird presented the draft Animal Ordinance for review and asked the board to make a 
recommendation for the Town Council to adopt.  A Motion to approve sending the 
recommendation was made by: Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma Tomberlin Vote: 3 Yea, 
0 Nay. 
 
Mike Efird presented the board with a proposal he received from True Homes, on the 
recreational area for the Streamside Subdivision.  The proposal had a face around the area, some 
large boulders that will be installed into the ground, a swing set, a climbing “dome”, and a 
payment in lieu of dedication due to the lack of the required space. The payment would be 35% 
of the tax value, of the 5,000sq ft that they are lacking. This money would need to be put into the 



town park fund ONLY. The Town’s Ordinance allows payment in lieu of dedication either to 
completely cover the recreational area, or partially cover the recreational area requirements not 
able to be met. The board agreed to discuss further at the next meeting before making a decision. 
 
There was a brief report on the Uwharrie RV business, the owner is making progress in mowing 
the grass and removing the excess inventory as discussed.  
 
Mike Efird shared that Phil Love was able to complete the clean up around the old barn and silo. 
Now the town will be able to view the barn and further estimate if any repairs will need to be 
done. The other white house was also cleaned up and the weeds and bushes are off the side of the 
house. 
 
Mike Efird announced that the town has officially been awarded full funding of the Part F grant 
in a total of $500,000. He is also waiting to hear about the RTP state trails grant which is for 
$100,000. Mike Efird also found another possible grant for trails that can be up to $500,000 that 
he and Chambers are currently looking into.  
 
 
New Business: 
  
Mike Efird discussed the JSK Storage facility located at 190 South Oakridge Road. Mike Efird 
has noticed that the lights on the building are very bright and seem to be installed incorrectly, to 
where they are shining into the streets. Mike Efird spoke with Stanly County and found that the 
owner only had a temporary C/O meaning that power can be run at the location for 30 days. The 
town has not been informed/involved in this project and has never received a set of plans. At 
some point the county has issued permits, but the way the place sits currently is not compliant 
with the Town’s Ordinance. There needs to be asphalt through the entire facility, curb and 
gutters, sidewalks all a crossed the main gate. The storage facility needs to be screened from the 
public, and there is no stormwater drainage that seems visible. Mike Efird hopes to speak with 
Chambers to better investigate the stormwater requirements. The county also suggested the town 
put a stop work order on the project and contact the Fire Marshall as there has not been a fire 
hydrant installed as required possibly allowing the county to pull the permit. Mike Efird is 
working on creating a full list of what is needed currently, then would like to meet with the 
owner and discuss the list to make sure he is aware of what is needed.  
 
Mike Efird gave a report on the request for plan review for Streamside Subdivision phase 4. 
Mike Efird spoke with the architect for the project, Mike Efird made them aware of the concerns 
the board had about the active recreation. Mike Efird told them if no active recreation is planned 
for Phase 4, then they need to take out what they are proposing for the dog park as it does not 
show connections to it. Mike Efird also noticed they reduced the buffer strips in one of the cul-
de-sacs from 8 feet to 3 feet. Mike Efird explained it will not be approved at 3 feet, the Architect 
expressed they cannot make 8 feet because there is not enough room at the back of the lots due to 
setbacks. Mike Efird, replied that the town will not budge on the setbacks and they need to revise 
to allow the 8 feet buffer and required setbacks in the back of the lots. 
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn asked if there were any further comments from the board/citizens: 



Mike Efird mentioned back to the animal ordinance that there will need to be a public hearing 
before the town can adopt the ordinance. The next step will be that the council would vote to set 
a date for the public hearing at their next meeting.  
 
There was a question/comment about the proposed recreational area being very minimalistic for 
the size of the community.  
 
There was a question/discussion about the word “nuisance’ in the proposed animal ordinance, 
who determines what exactly is reasonable? There was some concerns that the definition and use 
of nuisance is not definitive enough. The word is a legal term and is not able to be defined more, 
the board agreed that there needs to be different wording added to the ordinance. Andrew Smith 
suggested that the following be added to the ordinance: “Fowl may be able to free range on lots 
zoned RA, as long as they are confined to the owner’s lot.” The board unanimously agreed to 
remove the word nuisance from the ordinance.   
 
 The next Planning and Zoning Meeting is scheduled for October 7, 2024. 
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Jennifer D’Amore, second by Wendell 
Copeland; Vote:  4 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, October 7, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman, Kristi Thompson- Secretary, Wendell Copeland, 
Thelma Tomberlin, Andrew Smith- Liason, and Heather Britt – Alternate 
Members Absent: Jennifer D’Amore   
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 4+ 
 
The agenda was approved for October 7, 2024, The Motion to approve the agenda was made 
by: Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma Tomberlin. Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of September 3, 2024 were approved, A 
Motion to approve was made by: Thelma Tomberlin, second by Kristi Thompson. Vote: 5 Yea, 
0 Nay. 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the floor for public comments, but none were given.  
 
Old Business: 
 
The board discussed the latest revisions to the animal ordinance. The board discussed 
chickens/fowl further and decided to allow one bird per 2,000 sq ft with no cap. It was also 
discussed and agreed upon to allow 2 roosters per acre, also with no cap. There was discussion 
about the limitation on bees, it was decided that it should match North Carolina’s general 
statutes. Another discussion was in regards to exotics kept in houses, the town can only enforce 
what they know of and usually at that point it is deemed a nuisance. A motion to send a 
recommendation to the council was made by Wendell Copeland, second by Thelma Tomberlin. 
Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay.  
 
Mike Efird gave an update on JSK storage. Mike met with Mr. Bacogeorge to look over the 
previous application that was approved by the previous board. They came up with a list of items 
that seem to be a concern. The list included paving the facility driveways inside the fence, but 
Mr. Bacogeorge asked if it was possible for him to pave what is outside, but not inside due to 
costs. Mr. Bacogeorge agreed to all of the other items on the list presented other than the one 
item. Mike Efird asked the board for comments on allowing Mr. Bacogeorge to just pave outside 
the fence and leave the inside stone.  
 



Mike Efird gave a brief report on the Uwharrie RV property. For a while the number of campers 
were going down, but just recently it is looking like more have appeared on the property. Mike 
Efird ensured the board that the situation is being monitored and there is still some time for the 
owner to get rid of all of the campers or be in zoning compliance by December 31st. Mike Efird 
will ask the town board to file an injunction if there seems to be no progress by December 15th.  
 
Mike Efird gave an update on the grants for the public park. We have not received written or oral 
communication in regards to the grant. Mike is still working on getting any updates on the grant, 
but that can change rather quickly no need to worry at the moment. Mike Efird also reported he 
had not heard about the trails grant applied for already. There is also another trails grant Mike is 
looking into with Chambers, this would be in addition to the one already applied for. The delay 
in funding and notifications of these grants could be due to what is happening in western North 
Carolina. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Mike Efird shared with the board, the current Stanly County dog and cat ordinance. Mike Efird 
wanted to share with the board this version, but a new one may be presented soon for adoption as 
the county had mentioned it is being updated. This is a separate ordinance from the other one 
discussed as item #1 of tonight’s agenda.  
 
The board discussed adopting the standards submitted by A.M.T. Mike Efird asked the board to 
review and send a recommendation to the council for adoption. A Motion to send 
recommendation to the council was made by Heather Britt, second by Tina Eudy. Vote: 5 yea, 
0 Nay.  
 
Mike Efird shared that the barn roof has some tin that is rolled up and missing in some areas on 
the barn. This should be done sooner rather than later to prevent further damage to the barn. 
Mike Efird asked for the board to send a recommendation to the council for repairs. A motion to 
send a recommendation was made by Tina Eudy, second by Thelma Tomberlin. Vote 5 yea, 0 
Nay 
 
 The next Planning and Zoning Meeting is scheduled for Monday November 4, 2024. 
 
Further comments: 
 
Andrew Smith mentioned that he would like further discussion about cluster subdivisions and 
estate subdivisions. Mike Efird answered he can try to schedule attorney Al Benshoff to speak at 
one of the next meetings.  
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Wendell Copeland, second by Kristi Thompson; 
Vote:  5 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  
 
 
 



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, November 4, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman, Jennifer D’Amore, Wendell Copeland, Thelma 
Tomberlin, Andrew Smith- Liason, and Heather Britt – Alternate 
Members Absent: Kristi Thompson - Secretary  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 6+ 
 
The agenda was approved for November 4, 2024, The Motion to approve the agenda was made 
by: Thelma Tomberlin, second by Wendell Copeland. Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of October 7, 2024 were approved, A 
Motion to approve was made by: Wendell Copeland, second by Tina Eudy. Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the floor for public comments, but none were given.  
 
Old Business: 
 
Mike Efird reviewed with the board, the proposal of active recreation from True Homes for the 
Streamside Subdivision. Mike Efird provided the plans to the board for their review. The 
proposal has up to 9,137 Square feet of the 10,000 square feet requirement, if this is within 10% 
of the required area it is ok. The minimum price requirement per the Town Ordinance is $25,000 
and the estimate proposed is $29,523 so they are meeting that requirement. Mike Efird also ran 
some comps on the estimate for accuracy and it seems comparable to the pricing he found. Mike 
Efird requested the board approve or deny the plans, Motion to approve was made by Jennifer 
D’Amore seconded by Heather Britt; 5 Yea, 0 Nay.  
 
Mike Efird reminded the board and present citizens that the public hearing is set for Monday 
November 18th for the proposed animal ordinance. 
 
There was a brief discussion of the county dog and cat ordinance. Mike Efird asked the board if 
there were any questions on the copies they have received. This is still the ordinance the town 
has been following with no updates, but Mike Efird wanted to make sure the board had no 
questions since the town is working on the other animal ordinance.  
 



Mike Efird gave an update on the two trails grants for the park, still have not heard anything 
about the trials grant applied for earlier in the year. The town is also discussing a second trails 
grant which will be discussed after the planning and zoning meeting this evening.  
 
New Business: 
 
Mike Efird gave a report on the Uwharrie RV property, the number of RVs on the property have 
significantly decreased. There is still some time left for the deadline given, so Mike Efird will 
continue to monitor until then.  
 
Mike Efird gave a report on the JSK storage facility, he spoke with the owner of the property to 
finalize the landscaping plans. The plans sound very nice and seem to be compliant with the 
requirements of the town. Andrew Smith also mentioned the lights are still bright and also seem 
to be on late in the evening.  
 
Mike Efird reported that he has received some calls about possible new development on Hilltop 
Road. The developer is looking to annex into the town from the county and request possible r20 
zoning. They will bring a formal presentation before the board and council in the future to better 
show their vision. Mike Efird also received some calls about the property owned by Pfeiffer 
College located next to West Stanly High School. The person interested is looking for a mixed-
use purpose with some retail and a restaurant. They also wanted to try to get some housing, but 
Mike Efird is unsure how it would work due to zoning setbacks with a food establishment and 
residences.  
 
 The next Planning and Zoning Meeting is scheduled for Monday December 2, 2024. 
 
Further comments: Chairman Lionel Hahn recognized Tina Eudy and Thelma Tomberlin for 
their dedication to the town and their service on the board.  
 
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Tina Eudy, second by Thelma Tomberlin; Vote:  
5 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Lionel Hahn - Chairman  



Town of Red Cross  
Planning and Zoning Meeting At Town Hall 

Minutes of 
Monday, December 2, 2024, at 6:00 PM 

 
Present: Lionel Hahn - Chairman 
Members Present: Tina Eudy – Vice Chairman, Jennifer D’Amore, Wendell Copeland, Thelma 
Tomberlin, Kristi Thompson - Secretary, Andrew Smith- Liaison, and Heather Britt – Alternate 
Members Absent:  
Planning and zoning officer: Mike Efird 
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 
 
Lionel Hahn, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 
Prayer was given by Chairman Lionel Hahn 
 
Welcome, and recognition of guests 4+ 
 
The agenda was approved for December 2, 2024, The Motion to approve the agenda was made 
by: Tina Eudy, second by Jennifer D’Amore. Vote: 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of November 4, 2024 were approved, A 
Motion to approve was made by: Thelma Tomberlin, second by Wendell Copeland. Vote: 5 
Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Chairman Lionel Hahn opened the floor for public comments, but none were given.  
 
Old Business: 
 
The board discussed the animal ordinance that was returned for further review by the Town 
Council. Liaison Andrew Smith explained that it was sent back because there was some 
consideration for edits to be made to the Bee and Chicken sections of the ordinance. Andrew 
Smith suggested removing the rooster restrictions completely and relaxing the 2,000 square foot 
per bird to 1,000 square foot per acre. There was further discussion about the Bee section of the 
ordinance, Jennifer D’Amore suggested that it should be removed from the ordinance for the 
time being.  
 
Wendell Copeland made a motion to remove the bee section from the ordinance, second by 
Jennifer D’Amore. Vote 5 yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Thelma Tomberlin made a motion to changing the requirements for chickens and or fowl to 
1,000 square feet (43 birds per acre) in RA and R20. Second was done by Kristi Thompson. 5 
Yea, 0 Nay.  
 



Jennifer D’Amore made a motion to remove the word rooster from the ordinance and refer to 
them as fowl or chickens together. Second was done by Thelma Tomberlin. 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
A motion to send a favorable recommendation to the board was made by Jennifer D’Amore, 
second by Tina Eudy. 5 Yea, 0 Nay. 
 
Mike Efird gave a brief update on Phase 4 of Streamside Subdivision, A.M.T. approved the 
phase 4 site plan, so they are ok to build as per the Town ordinance.  
 
Mike Efird presented the final proposal from True Homes for the active recreational space for 
phase 5. Mike Efird spoke with the town attorney, True Homes, and the County tax assessor 
Clinton Swaringen to determine the price for the payment in lieu of dedication will be 
$11,000.00.  
   
New Business: 
 
Mike Efird notified the board that he received a zoning violation for an accessory building 
located at 772 Hilltop Road. Mike Efird met with the homeowner and she agreed to take the 
proper steps in becoming compliant.  
 
Mike Efird reminded the board that nominations are needed to fill the outgoing positions for the 
Planning and Zoning Board. This needs to be voted on and approved by the Town Board.  
 
Mike Efird presented to the board, the list of zoning permits for the calendar year of 2024 to 
show the board all that has been done.  
 
There was a brief update on the grants, the town is waiting for the contract to be received from 
the Part F Grant committee.  
 
The outgoing members on the Planning Board were recognized for their many years of service 
and dedication. Chairman Lionel Hahn, Vice chairman Tina Eudy, and member Thelma 
Tomberlin were honored and presented a plaque of appreciation.  
 
The next Planning and Zoning Meeting is scheduled for Monday January 6, 2025 at 6pm. 
 
MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by: Thelma Tomberlin, second by Tina Eudy; Vote:  
5 Yea, 0 Nay 
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          Shannon Alberta- Town Clerk  
 
 

________________________ 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          - Chairman  
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