Town of Red Cross 
Planning and Zoning Meeting at Town Hall
Minutes of
Monday, August 3, 2026 at 6:00 PM

Present: Mark Tucker-Chairman, Heather Britt-Vice Chairman, Wendell Copeland, Jennifer D’Amore, David Smith, Kimberly Long, and Melvin Poole-alternate 
Mike Efird- Planning and Zoning Officer
Secretary: Shannon Alberta 
Liasson: Andrew Smith 

Chairman, Mark Tucker, called the meeting to order.

Prayer was given by Mike Efird

Welcome, and recognition of guests

The agenda was approved for August 3, 2026. The motion to approve the agenda was made by Melvin Poole and seconded by David Smith; Vote 5 aye, 0 no. 

The Minutes of the last Planning and Zoning meeting of July 6, 2026 were approved. A Motion to approve the minutes was made by: Kimberly Long, second by Heather Britt. Vote: 5 Aye, 0 No.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Report of vote by the Town Board regarding Golf Carts 
Mike Efird reported that the Town Board voted not to develop a golf cart ordinance. Signs will be installed showing no golf carts are allowed.
2. Report on installation of No Parking Signs in the Streamside subdivision 
All of the signs have been installed within the subdivision. 
3. Report on adoption of proposed fee schedule by the Town Board 
Mike Efird shared that the new fee schedule has been approved and adopted by the Town Board. Heather Britt raised questions regarding the distinction between the interior zoning compliance permit and the standard zoning compliance permit, and whether the fee structure could be simplified into a single line item scaled by project size. Mike Efird clarified that the two permits serve different purposes: the interior zoning permit is issued when a building permit is required by Stanly County for interior work, at no charge unless a permit is triggered, while the standard zoning compliance permit ($200) applies to work that may affect the structure's footprint or exterior and involves additional Town inspection requirements. The Board was satisfied that the two permit categories should remain separate.
Heather Britt also inquired whether the itinerant vendor/peddler's license would apply to vendors at the future town park. Mike Efird confirmed it would apply to anyone selling within the town, noted the license is valid for one year, and that vendors must also hold a federal ID number and a North Carolina sales tax number. Mike Efird noted that a special use permit could be issued for one-time events such as a fall festival, distinguishing those from recurring commercial vendors.
4. Report on Notice of Zoning Violation to True Homes for illegally placed signs within the road right-of-way 
Mike Efird reported that True Homes was cited approximately one month prior for illegally placed signs, resulting in a citation of approximately $1,800. Following negotiations, the fine was reduced to $900, which has been received and deposited. A written commitment was obtained from True Homes stating they would not place signs in the right-of-way again. Mike Efird noted that any future violations would be assessed at $200 per sign per day for a second offense and $500 for a third offense, and that leniency would not be extended again.
Heather Britt sought clarification on the distinction between prohibited signs and permitted signs such as real estate for-sale signs. Mike Efird confirmed that property owners have a legal right to at least one sign on their own property, provided it is not within the road right-of-way and a permit has been obtained.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Discuss proposed Recombination Plat by Brandon and Melissa Moose at 142 Family Faith Dr., Oakboro, NC 
Mike Efird presented an application for a recombination plat submitted by Brandon and Melissa Moose, who are seeking to purchase and annex an adjacent parcel currently owned by their neighbor into their existing property. The recombination does not create any new lots. Mike Efird noted that the original minor subdivision in this area was approved in 2022 with four lots — one more than permitted under minor subdivision rules — but that this prior irregularity could not be retroactively addressed and did not affect the current application. The recombination meets all applicable requirements. The Board was asked to recommend approval.
Motion to recommend approval of the Recombination Plat for Brandon and Melissa Moose at 142 Family Faith Dr., Oakboro, NC was made by David Smith and seconded by Melvin Poole.  The motion carried 5 aye, 0 no.


Public Comments 

Andrew Smith Shared that he and Mayor Hahn had recently met with state representative Cody Honeycutt in Raleigh to discuss the Town's limited authority over its own zoning ordinances, particularly with respect to down-zoning restrictions imposed by state legislation. The outcome of the meeting indicated that prospects for relief depend significantly on the outcome of the upcoming North Carolina Senate Speaker election. The board member noted that if the right speaker is chosen, progress may be possible; otherwise, an alternative strategy would be needed.
Board Comments 

There were no further comments. 

Adjournment of Meeting

Motion to adjourn was made by Heather Britt and seconded by David Smith; Vote 5 Aye, 0 no.

The next Planning and Zoning Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday September 8, 2026 at 6pm (Due to the Labor Day Holiday)
                                                                                     ________________________
                                                                                                
                                                                                     Shannon Alberta-Town Clerk


________________________
                                                                                                
                                                                                    Mark Tucker - Chairman

