Town of Red Cross Minutes of 
Public Park Workshop
 At Town Hall
Tuesday, August 19, 2025, at 6:00 PM 
                      


Present:
Mayor Lionel Hahn
Council Members: Lisa Lowder- Mayor pro-tem, Andrew Smith, Barbara Carpenter, and Millie Steed
Planning and Zoning officer: Mike Efird
Clerk: Shannon Alberta 

Mayor Lionel Hahn Called the meeting to order 

Invocation was given by Lisa Lowder

Pledge of Allegiance

Welcome and Recognition of guests 4+ Dylan Blalock from Chambers Engineering. 

Mayor Lionel Hahn opened the floor for discussion of the proposed phase 1 of the Historic Farm Park. Town Clerk Shannon Alberta presented the current financials, and photos given by Chambers Engineering to better help the council in their discussion. Andrew Smith shared his thoughts on the trails being gravel in phase 1 for financial purposes until we can obtain future grants. The master plan will include paved and gravel trails to better service everyone, but phase 1 would start with gravel. Dylan Blalock from Chambers Engineering also shared that when bidding paving will be included as an option, that way the town has the ability to change course if needed regarding paving or gravel on the trails. Lisa Lowder also asked about the bidding process, Chambers Engineering will handle all aspects of the bidding. The bids will be accepted from any contractor interested in the job(s) as long as they are insured and bonded. Town Clerk Shannon Alberta explained the financials to the council so they understand the current time financial status of the town.  Dylan Blalock from Chambers Engineering explained to the town council the details on the numbers provided initially, and also the most recent numbers from Chambers Engineering.  When bidding, the town will need to accept the lowest responsible bidder, but the town can then negotiate the price once the bid is accepted. The council then began discussion on options for the playground to try and keep the pricing as affordable as possible. The town will need to make sure we follow and meet all requirements from part F and also through our insurance liability. The town would like to look into a way to build a playground, but the town would need to take into account all of the requirements, durability, and liability. The town will work on discussing with many vendors to try and find the right price and options to fit the town. The council also discussed the options for a restroom; the town would like to include a restroom in phase 1 even if it is a more basic design. The council discussed a split faced block style bathroom similar the one at the Oakboro Park as a more affordable option compared to the one at New London’s Park. The town also discussed looking into the most affordable options for shelters in phase 1, including kits that can be installed by members of the town. The council briefly discussed future plans for the trees, they would like to keep the trees closer to the boarder of the park and keep the view from inside the park more open. 


Motion #2082 to Adjourn the workshop was made by Andrew Smith, second by Barbara Carpenter; Vote: 4 Aye, 0 No.




________________________

Lionel Hahn - Mayor


________________________

Shannon Alberta – Town Clerk


